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INDIRECT QUESTIONS 

 

I. Make direct questions from the indirect ones: 

INDIRECT QUESTIONS:                                                          DIRECT QUESTIONS: 

e.g. Can you tell me what the time is?                               What is the time? 

Could you tell me how much it costs?                                ___________________________ 

       Do you know who the president of the USA is?               ___________________________ 

       Can you tell me when we celebrate Christmas?               ___________________________ 

 

The questions you have formed are so-called direct questions. The other four questions 

are called  indirect questions. We use them when we ask politely for the answer. 

When we ask for information, we usually say: Do you know….? 

                                                                                     Can/Could you tell me….? 

                                                                                     Do you happen to know….? 

                                                                                     Do you have any idea…? 

                                                                                     May I ask….? 

The word order is different from a direct question: 

How old are you?    X   Can you tell me how old you are? 

!!! Be careful with do/does/did questions: 

What do you see in the picture?    X    Could you tell me what you see in the picture? 

What time does the first lesson begin?   X   Do you know what time the first lesson begins? 

Why did Peter leave so early?   X   Do you happen to know why Peter left so early? 

When there is no question word (why, what, who, etc.) use “if” or “whether” in the 
indirect question: 

Did you know that?   X   Can you tell me if (or whether) you knew that? 
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II. Fill in the gaps with the right question word: 

1) Will John come at tonight’s party? 

Do you know__________ John will come at tonight’s party? 

2) Where are you from? 

Can you tell me __________ you are from? 

3) Do you like strawberry ice cream? 

May I ask ___________ you like strawberry ice cream? 

4) What does Mary want for her birthday? 

Do you happen to know ___________ Mary wants for her birthday? 

5) How many foreign languages can you speak? 

Can you tell me ____________ foreign languages you can speak? 

 

III. Fill in the gaps and answer the questions: 

1) What is the capital city of France?                                      

Do you know what _____________ of France ___________?  

2) Where can we find the Tower Bridge?                                   

Do you know _____________ we _____________ the Tower Bridge? 

3) Where does the British queen live?                                            

Do you know where ________________________? 

4) What is the name of the longest river in the world?                  

Do you know what ________________________? 

5) Who wrote the drama Othello?                                                 

Do you know _____________________? 

 

IV. Transform the direct questions into the indirect ones: 

1) Did you know about that? 

______________________________? 
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2) What do you do in your free time? 

______________________________? 

3) Where has Jim gone? 

______________________________? 

4) When does your dad come back from work? 

______________________________? 

5) Where is the swimming pool? 

______________________________? 

 

V. Create your own five indirect questions: 

1) ________________________________________? 

2) ________________________________________? 

3) ________________________________________? 

4) ________________________________________? 

5) ________________________________________? 
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Answer key: 

I. Make direct questions from the indirect ones: 

INDIRECT QUESTIONS:                                                         DIRECT QUESTIONS: 

e.g. Can you tell me what the time is?                              What is the time? 

Could you tell me how much it costs?                               How much does it cost? 

       Do you know who the president of the USA is?              Who is the president of the USA? 

       Can you tell me when we celebrate Christmas?              When do we celebrate Christmas? 

 

II. Fill in the gaps with the right question word: 

1) Will John come at tonight’s party? 

Do you know if/whether John will come at tonight’s party? 

2) Where are you from? 

Can you tell me where you are from? 

3) Do you like strawberry ice cream? 

May I ask if/whether you like strawberry ice cream? 

4) What does Mary want for her birthday? 

Do you happen to know what Mary wants for her birthday? 

5) How many foreign languages can you speak? 

Can you tell me how many foreign languages you can speak? 

 

III. Fill in the gaps and answer the questions: 

1) What is the capital city of France?                                      

Do you know what the capital city of France is?  

2) Where can we find the Tower Bridge?                                   

Do you know where we can find the Tower Bridge? 

3) Where does the British queen live?                                            

Do you know where the British queen lives? 

4) What is the name of the longest river in the world?                  
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Do you know what the name of the longest river in the world is? 

5) Who wrote the drama Othello?                                                 

Do you know who wrote the drama Othello? 

 

IV. Transform the direct questions into the indirect ones: 

1) Did you know about that? 

Can you tell if/wheter you knew about that? 

2) What do you do in your free time? 

Can you tell what you do in your free time? 

3) Where has Jim gone? 

Can you tell me where Jim has gone? 

4) When does your dad come back from work? 

Can you tell me when your dad comes back from work? 

5) Where is the swimming pool? 

Can you tell me where the swimming pool is? 

 

V. Create your own five indirect questions: 

Open answers 

 

 

 


